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Early Assembly Actions L~ 
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THROUGH SATURDAY 


, guage 
R. LACY, Union Seminary president, is elected moderator out 


,, Sopeetiten. . . . Retiring Moderator Price reports on the state of 
the church and calls for more vital concern on the part of church 
members. . . . Orlando, Fla., chosen for 1951 session. . . . Church prop- 
erty issue faces Assembly in reference from Atlanta. . . . ARP Moderator 
sends message urging union. . . . United Presbyterian delegate echoes 
same sentiment. . . . Clifford Barbour, of USA church, says: ‘‘It is time 
to go forth to battle together.’’ . . . Fulton urges support of European 
churches in today’s need. . . . Adams says National Council’s work is 
not something other than the work of the Presbyter:an Church, US, but 
"s simply what the church does in cooperat’on with other churches... . . 
Mrs. Harrington calls for the church to ‘‘go up into the gaps cut where 
the battle is being fought.’’ . . . ‘‘Peace Fellowship’’ is asked not to 
use name of ‘‘Presbyterian, US.’’. .. Vatican representat ve is op- 
posed... . Overture secking change date of Assembly’s meeting is unani- 


mously declined. 

















Letters to the Editors 





Minister’s Family Gets by on $200 a Month 





How? Live Within Means 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

1 ALMOST WROTE 
came up about manses, but our manses 
have both been new and lovely in every 
respect, and maybe I didn’t know what I 
wag talking about. But for followers of 
one who “hath not where to lay his head,” 
we are getting mighty “high falutin.” I 
have often heard the salary complaint 
from ministers and their wives; however 
I have tried to keep quiet for fear of prid- 
ing myself in my humility, but if I can 
be anonymous I'd like my say. 

I never thought of myself as an “above 
the average Christian,” but my husband 
has had ten years of college and I’ve had 
seven. Our congregation seems to me to 
be made up of “above average” people, but 
maybe I’m prejudiced. We have the usual 
expenses of a family of four. Our running 
expenses (including insurance, automobile, 
a servant two days a week, and contribu- 
tions) run close to $200 a month. All over 
this amount we make or receive extra we 
save for new cars, children’s education, 
and emergencies. We have a new car, an 
automatic washer, and almost every con- 
venience all paid for out of the money we 
saved, when part of the time my husband 
was making $175 a month. (That was be- 


when the question 


fore our second baby came and we got 
used to this soft, comfortable life.) 
HOW DO WE DO IT? We don't. The 


Lord has done it for us. My husband says 
“You can’t beat the Lord in giving. He’s 
going to give you more than you give 
him.” It bothers me to hear ministers say, 
“T figure my tithe after deducting this or 
that expense.” We figure our tithe after 
we add what we would have to pay for 
house rent and then try to give some extra 
if it’s not a bad month. We have been 
unusually fortunate in staying well and 
buying good things and having nice things 
given us for the house. 

How do we do it? 
eat simply. I don’t 
stay well because 
it. I can my 
tomatoes 


We live simply. We 

know whether we 
of this or in spite of 
baby food and canned 
replace oranges when oranges 
get high. This is not a letter on a bal- 
anced diet, but there are a lot of nourish- 
ing foods that are inexpensive even if they 
are not too palatable or easy to fix. 

We dress simply. My husband is the 
best man in the congregation on 
6unday morning and the worst at Sun- 
day dinner. We take care of our clothes. 
If we have people who offended 
cause the preacher's wife wears the same 
outfit rather offend 
them than keep people away because they 
have “nothing to We entertain 
simply. We have a group in at least once 
or twice a month for and 
(nothing else) and wonderful fellowship 


own 


dressed 


are be- 


several seasons, I'd 


wear.” 


coffee cake 


FINALLY, we never buy anything “on 
time.” If we can't pay for it we do with- 
out until we have the money. I realize 
all ministers can’t do this and I certainly 
wouldn’t caption this letter “You can do 
it too,” but we are in the 
group and we certainly aren't complain- 
ing to anybody. 


low income 


We would not boast over the fact that 
we live on so little. It really isn’t so lit- 
tle when you think of the tremendous 
needs of our church and the people of the 
world. Rather I’m ashamed of the fact 
that in six years as a minister’s wife I’ve 
never needed anything or wanted many 
things I didn’t get eventually. I'll concede 
the fact that in a few cases the minister's 


THE PRESBYTPRIAN OUTLOOK 
the act of March 3, 1879. 


family looks so “run down at the heel” 
that they are not attractive to the public, 
but far more often the standard of living 
of the Presbyterian ministers is so high 
above the average in the congregation 
that they discourage sacrificial giving. 
The U. S. has set up materialism as its 
God and we Presbyterians would fall down 
and worship it. But that’s a sermon I'll 
leave to the preachers. I am just 
ONE OF THE WIVES. 


Divorce and Re-Marriage Articles 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Good T say! 

The articles reporting 
the Council on Christian 
vorece and Re-Marriage (OUTLOOK, May 
8, 15, 22) should be must reading for all 
Christian peoples in our land. 

That is the kind of article 
the reader THINK too. 
of that. 

Give us more, 


the thinking of 
Relations on Di- 


that makes 
There is too little 


RAYMOND BELKNAP. 
Glen Ellyn, Il. 


US-USA Hymnal 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


—— In regard to the proposed 
hymnal for the joint use of the U. S. 
U. S. A. Presbyterian Churches, 
like to echo Mr. Currie’s 
(OUTLOOK, May 22) as to 
Creed and the Psalter. Also I would like 
to suggest that, if this project is ever 
carried out, careful consideration be given 


new 
and 
I would 

suggestions 
the Apostles’ 


to the possibility of incorporating The 
Book of Common Worship into the new 
hymnal. The Book of Common Worship 


has been approved by our General Assem- 
bly for voluntary use and is being used by 
many of our ministers. However in its 
present form it is not available to the 
members of our Congregations. I firmly 
believe that its inclusion would be of great 
help in enriching the worship services of 


our congregations. Other denominations 
(i. e., Lutheran, Episcopal) have their 


hymnals and common service books bound 
in one volume. Why can’t we? 
Thanking you for the splendid service 
you are rendering to our church 
CECIL O. EANES. 
Kenova, W. Va. 


Church and Money Problem 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


WE HAVE A 
LOOK, Apr. 24) but work. 
1 find that the real is educating 
the people to see the need for repair while 


manse (OUT- 
it needs 


good 
some 
problem 


it is minor and obtaining the money to 
make the repairs. 

Mr. Wylie Hogue, “We Pay Our Minis- 
ters Not to Visit’ (OUTLOOK, Apr. 24), 
just duplicated the list that I make out 
every month to try to make ends meet. 
I have been out of the seminary three 
years; I keep books on the finance. We 
are still trying to buy some furniture, 


automobile, and take care of a child. As 
yet we can’t afford a newspaper. I felt 
real bad about this until I heard another 
minister say that he had to cancel his for 
the very same reasons. Radio is our only 
contact with the outside world. . Some 
one gave us a subscription to the Readers’ 
Digest which we have continued to take 
because we felt that this best filled the 
need for a magazine and new books that 
we could try to afford. 


10¢ a copy. $4.00 a year. 


I WISH THAT YOU would run a study 
of the country church—‘“the great con- 
tributor to the membership of our church,” 
which all the leaders in our church talk 
so much about but do so little for, We 
have a great travel expense. Our people 
have little money and that once a year 
when they sell their money crop. They 
pay what they can—I know because I visit 
with them systematically. It would be 
impossible for us to live and do the work 
anyway near decently, if they did not give 
us food. 

The manse is so far superior to any 
home in the community that they do not 
see the need to keep it repaired and thus 
save money which a major renovation 
takes. We lack educational buildings. My 
young people have bought a movie pro- 
jector by serving civic clubs in—to earn 
money. But we find that the religious 
films are so high until we use government 
films, State Board of Health, etc. with the 
best morals they have. We use a budget 
in our church with an every member can- 
vass. Our people have just so much 
money. If we use it on church repairs, 
religious film, Sunday school or Vacation 
Bible School literature, we come up short 
on the pastor’s salary, light bill, or some 
item (annuity) that has got to be paid. 


WE ARE TAUGHT what and how to do 
in the seminary but find it impossible to 
do anything except the bare necessities be- 
cause of lack of money. We need some real 
home mission help, like a special discount 
on religious films, literature, ete. O yes, 
and when there are training schools for 
teachers, officers, men’s meetings, women’s 
meetings, conferences, etc., we have to 
have $1.50-$2.00 ready for a dinner. My 
people can’t afford it, I can’t either once, 
twice or three times a month. 

Also, I think that we have some “Second 
Church” and “Third Church” men that are 
just as capable for the offices of the coun- 
and boards and for speakers on the 
“Presbyterian Hour” as the “First Church” 
men. I am not hot because I want any of 
these positions but you see if this isn’t 
true generally speaking. 

I have said these things about our coun- 
try churches (two) but we have one of the 
best set ups in our whole church 
What must others be like? 


cils 


NORTH CAROLINA MINISTER. 


Florida Synod 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The Synod of Florida will meet in the 
Park Lake Church of Orlando, 2:30 P. M, 
October 10. 


STEPHEN T. HARVIN, 
Stated Clerk. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 





Benevolences Reported for 
Two Months of Church Year 


Benevolences received by the church’s 
agencies during the first two months of 
the church year, ending May 31, are re- 
ported as follows: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), 
$41,019; increase, $1,445. 

World Missions (Nashville), $137, 
659; increase, $24,631. Program of 
Progress, $78,046. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $23,576. 

Education (Richmond), $18,432; in- 
crease, $10,379. 


re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
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Orlando, Fla., Chosen for General Assembly in 1951 


Only One Nominee Is Named 
For Moderatorship of 
High Court 
Benjamin Rice Lacy, Jr., president of 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia 
for 24 years, was elected moderator of 


the 90th General Assembly of the Pres- 
pyterian Church, US, by acclamation. 


The meeting at Massanetta Springs 
opened with the naming of the new 


moderator without opposition. This 
was the first time this has been done in 
21 years and was believed to be only 
the second time in the church’s his- 
tory.* 

Dr. Lacy was nominated by Warner 
L. Hall, pastor of the Covenant church, 
Charlotte, N. C. The nomination was 
seconded by James Sprunt, Lookout 
Mountain, Tenn. Dr. Hall, pointing to 
the contribution of Dr. Lacy’s ancestors 
to the church, said, “It has taken about 
300 years to produce him.’ He cited 
his selection as the first Rhodes scholar 
from Davidson College, his Hoge fel- 
lowship at Union Seminary, his descrip- 
tion by men of World War I as “the 
finest chaplain the American Army 
had,” his distinguished service as pas- 
tor of Central church, Atlanta, and his 
personal qualities which have enriched 
his service to the church. 


Tribute of Alumnus 


Dr. Sprunt, speaking as a 
alumnus (Dr. Hall is from Louisville 
Seminary), said he was “one of that 
great host of alumni of Union Seminary 
who love their Alma Mater and deeply 
respect its president.’ In 
Dr. Lacy he said: 


Union 


tribute to 


“Today in the measure of his mature 
years, he maintains those qualities that 
have ever marked him as outstanding 
among his fellows. He is still the 
leader of men he was as a captain of 
field artiliery and chaplain in the first 
World War in France. He is still the 
Student who was sent as a Rhodes 
Scholar to Oxford from Davidson. He 
is still the fervent gospel preacher with 
the passion for evangelism who began 
his ministry in a group of home mission 
churches. He is still the shepherd as 
he was when pastor of one of the great 
churches of this Assembly. And for 24 
years now he has guided the destinies 
of Union Seminary in its ever-enlarging 
field of usefulness in supplying the 


*Others: Wm. Ray Dobyns in 1929, 
and B. M. Palmer in 1861. The Assem- 
bly’s minutes do not show this record 
through the years, but the Stated Clerk 
believes these to be the only instances. 





BENJAMIN RICE LACY, Jr. 


About 300 years to produce him. 


church with young ministers of the gos- 
pel. . By his election this Assembly 
would stamp itself as one that cherishes 
the best in the traditions of our fathers 
and our fathers’ fathers; that faces the 
problems of the present day with the 
utmost intelligence we can muster; that 
looks upon a needy world with an evan- 
gelistic fervor for the souls of men; 
and faces the future with that supreme 
confidence in God’s plan which marks 
the heart of a yielded servant of the 
Almighty.” 


Celtic Cross Presented 


When the new moderator was pre- 
sented to the Assembly, Mr. Price then 
put into his hands the Celtic Cross 
which was given him last year by Har- 
rison Ray Anderson, Chicago, who gave 
it to the moderator with the hope that 
it would be passed along to each suc- 
cessor until, with the reunion of the 
US and USA churches, a like cross in 
the possession of the USA moderator 
and this one can be welded into one. 

Mr. Price also presented a _ silver 
gavel which is a replica of one which 


was used at the organization of the 
Mexican Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly several years ago. 

Dr. Lacy responded briefly, saying 


“The church in which I was born has 
already honored me without measure.”’ 

Temporary clerks, nominated by 
Sated Clerk E. C. Scott, were Wm. B. 
Clemmons, Fairfield, Va.; Tom B. An- 
derson, Helena, Ark.: and J. Phillips 
Noble, Greenville, S. C. 

The opening session of the Assembly, 
usually a long one with much time 
taken in tabulating ballots, found itself 
a bit ahead of schedule because of the 


Celtic Cross Is Given by 
Price to Lacy to 
Continue Tradition 


short election, despite a number of ad- 
dresses of welcome before the modera- 
tor’s address. 

Albert G. Edwards, Harrisonburg, 
Va., pastor presided at the opening 
meeting and the choir from his church 
provided the music. 
Harrisonburg’s 


Laurence Loewner, 
mayor brought greet- 
as did T. C. Bales, president of 
Massanetta’s trustees and Clifton Forge 
pastor; Lynn C. Dickerson, Baptist, for 
the Harrisonburg ministers; and E. 
Lewis Knowles, Staunton editor, head 
of Shenandoah Valley, Inc. Thomas A. 
Fry, Jr., Red Springs, N. C., and W. E. 
Hemphill, Charlottesville, Va., also par- 
ticipated in the opening worship. 


ings, 


FRIDAY MORNING 


Under the reorganization, the Assem- 
bly’s standing committees got to work 


immediately Friday morning. These 
committees were set up in advance, 
selections being based upon the ex- 


pressed preference of commissioners 
where possible. Although it was not 
specified in the reorganization, the re- 


tiring moderator had been asked to 
name the chairman of these commit- 
tees. These have heretofore been 


named by the moderator of the current 
assembly imediately after his election. 

The chairmen named by Mr. Price, 
with the exception of his own appoint- 
ment to Bills and Overtures, are as fol- 
lows: 


Rills and Overtures, W. E. Price. 
Judicial Business, E. D. Witherspoon. 
Office of the General Assembly, Jas. 
Hardie. 
General Council, Thomas A. Fry, Jr. 
P. D. Patrick, Kings Mountain, N. C. 
Church Extension, T. B. Southall. 
Education, Parks W. Wilson. 
Annuities and Relief, W. L. Carson. 
Women of the Church, J. C. Frist. 
Inter-Church Relations, Warner L. 
Hall. 

Educational Institutions, S. L. Joekel. 

Synodical Records, Wm. B. Clem- 
mons. 


ie >| 
4 


All chairmen 
ministers. 


except Mr. Price are 


Two Busy Committees 


The two committees which appeared 
to be headed for the most controversial 
issues were those on Judicial Business 

(Continued on page 15) 





Presbyterian ‘Separatist’ Effort 
Threatens United Work in Japan 


Tokyo. (RNS)—WMichio Kozaki, mod- 
erator of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan (Kyodan) announced here he has 
cancelled plans to attend the meeting of 
the central committee of the World 
Council of Churches at Toronto, 
Canada, in July. 

He said he had also abandoned plans 


at a meeting here to discuss the nature 
and form of the Kyodan. 
Among demands made in 
were that the Kyodan officially 
recognize the ‘“‘Kwai-Ha,” or groups of 
congregations and missionary organiza 
tions within it, and sanction the holding 
of other confessions of faith besides the 


the mani- 
festo 


‘‘Many members of the Kyodan are 
postwar products who have never known 
the evistence of denominations,” the 
Protestant source stated. 

‘“‘Many young pastors have been or. 
dained to the ministry of the Kyodan 
and have no particular denominationaj 
connections. And laymen have no spe- 
cial concern for denominationalism. 

“To most of them the Kwai-Ha ques- 
tion means starting a new movement for 
sectionalism and not keeping the old 
ties intact, as in the case of pastors be- 
longing to the former generation.” 





TI 


ee 


to attend meetings of the World Coun- Apostles’ Creed, on which the Kyodan 80 
cil of Christian Education to be held at is based. It also asked for recognition Sprunt and Price Named to itt 
Toronto in July and August, in his ca- by the Kyodan of pastors appointed by New Posts at Southwestern = 
pacity as chairman of the Japan Council the Kwai-Ha. ig 
of Christian Béucation. At its last meeting, the executive com- A new aproach to the extension of its “a 
Reasons for Dr. Kozaki’s change of mittee of the Kyodan passed a resolu- service throughout is four supporting whi 
plans were not disclosed, but well-in- tion expressing a neutral attitude to- synods has been announced by South- the 
formed sources say one of the causes ward the Kwai-Ha question. The com- western at Memphis in the creation of tot 
may be the move among some of the’ mittee said it would neither try to sup- the Office of Development with David is 1 
former denominations now merged into press nor encourage Kwai-Ha. Worth Sprunt, of the faculty, named as I hi 
the Kyodan for more independence. The assistant to the president and in charge vita 
issue is expected to come to the fore at Previous Rejection Cited of the new office. I 
di tees dicted here that the Kyodan would turn fs § cna > nee y ected by pha 

. down autonomy proposals such as those aay L. Davis, executive-elect for the dur 

The ‘separatist’ movement in the presented in the Presbyterian manifesto. righ a. — a -" 
Kyodan came to a head recently when It was said that the Tokyo diocese had " more direct relationship of the educa- in | 
adherents of the former Presbyterian rejected such proposals at its recent tional program to the churches and com- ma) 
Church issued a ‘“‘manifesto” drawn up Synod meeting. ee a Oe eee. ” 

Mr. Sprunt’s work will be related to 
that of the assistant to the president for 

administration, who is John Osman, pro- } 

fessor of the history of art. Mr. Osman tio 

will continue to direct the expanded set 

offerings in art as well as directing the Asi 

evening programs of adult education. of 

Southwestern has also announced the tra 

election of James L. Price, Jr., as as- ero 

sociate professor of Bible and college and 

chaplain Dr. Price has been studying mil 

at Cambridge University, England, for ste 

the past two years. Formerly he was We 

director of religious activities at Wash- wh 

ington and Lee University. £0C 
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sui 

om 6 Vy5¢ [nspiring ire 

tro 








DOCTOR ‘of the 
HAPPY LANDINGS 


by Julia Lake and 
Kugene Kellersberger 
$2.00 


the book 
has an entranc- 
ing style blended 
of humor, vivid 


rus piriss: 





faith 

. The Converted 

he : igi Bis catholic Maga- 
DAVIDSON CORNERSTONE—George Summey, New Orleans, oldest living —— 
alumnus of Davidson College, is here seen laying the cornerstone of the new 
Davidson church. Dr. Summey, at the recent commencement, celebrated PRESBYTERIAN 
his 97th birthday and the 80th anniversary of his graduation from Davidson. BOOK STORES 
With him is Ernest J. Arnold, assistant to the Davidson president. At the Box 1176 Box 1020 


Richmond 9, Va, Dalias 1, Tex 





commencement, President Cunningham announced the successful completion 
of the $2,500,000 development program ‘‘by a comfortable margin.’’ 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 





“Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” 


From the Address of the Retiring Moderator at the Opening of the 90th General Assembly 


HAVE TRAVELED extensively as 

Moderator. I have had a great ex- 

perience. Summing up a day or 
so ago, I find that I have traveled be- 
tween 25,000 and 30,000 miles. 2,500 
niles by bus, 5,000 miles by airplane; 
10,000 miles by train and 7,500 miles 
in my own car. [I have gone only to 
places where I have had an invitation, 
which is evidence to me of the fact that 
the church is coming more and more 
to use the Moderator so that this office 
is by now practically a full-time job 
I have not been able to accept all in- 
vitations. 

I believe our church is on the eve of 
a great revival. Our evangelistic em- 
phasis is bearing fruit. Our church 
during the year just closed registered 
a large increase in professions of faith 
in Christ and the evidence is that we 
may look for a larger increase this 
year. 


One True Hope for Men 


Many evangelists are calling atten- 
tion to the threats of war and the un- 
settled conditions of America, Europe, 
Asia and other countries. The spread 
of knowledge, by communication, by 
travel, by quick transportation, the 
growth of the radio, the moving picture 
and television are awakening human 
minds and hearts that have been 
steeped in ignorance and superstition. 
We fear the inroads of Communism 
which is offering men a share in earth’s 
good things, and promises to win for 
them liberty, prosperity and the pur- 
suit of happiness, but which mean new 
slavery to the state, rather than the 


freedom they hope for to the down- 
trodden. These evangelists are saying 





PRICE: After 30,000 miles. 


JUNE 19, 1950 


of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
By W. E. PRICE 
s 


the true hope for men is in Jesus Christ 
and his salvation, not in the overturn- 
ing of states and parties. The mis- 
sionaries tell us that millions are awak- 
ening to the call of the gospel in Japan, 
India and China. Leaders are asking 
for eight million copies of the Scrip- 
tures for Japan alone, where America 
now has the chance of millenniums. 
The church in America is on the 
march for evangelism. There is at 
present a great evangelistic advance in 
this country which plans to have some 
kind of evangelistic effort in evcry city 
and village on the continent. This ef- 
fort will also be centered in colleges; 
and teaching missions to awaken the 
concern of the church will be under- 
taken on a community-wide basis. All 
the churches are aligning their people 
to attempt visitation evangelism efforts. 
which result in censuses that locate 
strangers and arouse indifferent fam- 
ilies to the need of the church in their 
lives. With juvenile delinquency and 
divorce, twin evils that are cursing 
America, growing by leaps and bounds, 
these efforts to arouse people to their 
religious needs are bound to attract 
many indifferent and antagonistic fam- 
ilies to the church. All of these efforts 
will reduce crime, beverage alcohol 
drinking, gambling, and the use of the 
Sabbath for secular games and needless 
travel. If America does not wake up, 
we may find our religious life so shot 
through with materialism and secular- 
ism that there will come down on us 
the curse that was visited on God’s peo- 
ple of old who forgot him, his worship 


and his Sabbaths. 
Signs of Revival 
As I have traveled here and there 


over the South during the past year, I 
have been greatly impressed by the 
signs of revival in our land. I have 
found world fellowship in the observ- 
ance of World Communion Sunday, and 
race, color and clan have realized the 
of the Christian brotherhood. 
I have seen the tenderness that Christ- 
mas brings as the children responded 
to the call of the Child of Bethlehem. 
I have seen great throngs gather at sun- 
rise at Easter for the celebration of the 
Savior’s resurrection; and I have seen 
the churches crowded with worshippers 
on this one day, which appeals to men 
and women, youth and children to 
cherish their heritage of the hope of a 
resurrection from the dead. I have 
seen pastors giving special instruction 
to the young, leading them to a deci- 


oneness 


sion day when they will accept Christ 
as Lord and Savior. 

We have witnessed a great in- 
crease in the Sunday school enrollment 
and as the birthrate has increased, we 
have seen the toddlers and the children 
troop in masses to their classes to learn 
the story of Jesus. What a unique op- 
portunity these children offer for evan- 
gelism as the teachers lead these bud- 
ding minds and hearts to know the 
Savior who said, ‘‘Suffer little children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them not; 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
And with the growth of the Vacation 
Schools many children whose parents 
are indifferent to the regular church 
service find a way to Christ in these 
opportunities for improving vacation pe- 
riods. 


Special Services in Every Church 


I have grown more and more im- 
pressed with the need for special evan- 
gelistic services in every church. Every 
church year ought to have a week or 
two-weeks revival meeting. Unless that 
is done, the church will grow cold and 
indifferent to Christ’s call for repent- 
ance. Some churches are apathetic to 
these special periods but those churches 
which have revival seasons regularly 
are the ones that add to their rolls such 
as are being saved. Sometimes com- 
munity-wide series, in which churches 
of all denominations unite, will arouse 
cities and towns as local and denomi- 
national meetings cannot do. 

I have noted the increase of camps 
for churches and groups of churches. 
Some sections are putting large sums 
of money into these projects, and they 
are paying tremendous dividends in giv- 
ing the young a sense of the church’s 
interest in their welfare. Groups of 
youth and children come together not 
only to play, but to engage in serious 
study of the Bible and Christian living. 
Here also many recruits for Christian 
service are enlisted. Young men feel and 
hear the call to the ministry and many 
girls volunteer for church work as sec- 
retaries and directors of religious educa- 
tion. Many get the ambition for a Chris- 
tian education in church colleges, and all 
of these youth are fastened anew to the 
church. 


Sage. 


And now I come to my mes- 


. .What I shall say may seem trite 
to many of you but I feel that these 
things should be said over and over 
again and brought to bear upon the 
minds and hearts of the membership of 
our beloved church. 

I take for my text Hebrews 10:23 
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“Let us hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering.”’ 

There is a disposition on the part of 
many today to discard the old land- 
marks of righteousness as entirely out 
of date. New and untried means and 
methods of betterment are proposed. 
New thought would displace ‘“‘the Word 
of God as the rule of faith and prac- 
tice.” Many would make the Sabbath 
a day of pleasure seeking instead of a 
day of rest and worship. Not a few 
have thought the church has outlived 
its usefulness. They no longer throng 
its courts or attend its services. They 
vainly seek spiritual satisfaction from 
the husks of worldly entertainment. 
Therefore, my brethren, let us hold fast 
to the Word, the Christian Sabbath, and 
the Christian Church. I want, if I 
may, to call your attention to the fact 
that, in our not holding fast to the 
things that are proven, we are crucify- 
ing afresh Christ our Savior. 


The Crucifixion Goes On 


The writer to the Hebrews insists 
that there are those ‘who crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh and 
put him to an open shame.”’ The cruci- 
fixion of Christ is not in essence the 
driving of nails through his hands and 
feet and hanging him upon a 
Who crucified Savior? Certainly 
not those who drove the nails in his 
hands and feet. Not the soldiers who 
performed the physical part of it. Who 
murdered Uriah? Certainly not the 
Ammonite who smote him before the 
walls of Rabbah. The guilty one was 
far away in a king’s palace. 


Cross. 
our 


Because the crucifixion in its essence 
is moral and not physical it cannot be 
confined to any age. In every age there 
have been and will be those who will 
climb the hill of Calvary and join the 
jeering crowd. Our own generation is 
no exception. The average preacher be- 


fore the average audience today faces 
some of those who have part in the 
modern crucifixion of our Lord. 


I. Let us hold fast to spiritual values 
and not sell them for the material. 
represents this attitude in the 
The 
of greed caused Judas to sell out every- 
thing that was high and holy in his 
nature, and caused him to cry out 
against the woman who anointed Jesus 


Judas 


ancient crucifixion. grasping sin 


The call of conscience was not as loud 
as the clink of the coin. So Christ went 
to the Cross. Judas did not weave the 
crown of thorns, he drove no nails but 
he crucified Christ, he sold out the 
spiritual for the material. 

We find ourselves in an age where 
it is so easy to follow Judas and sell 
out the spiritual for the material. The 
material development of America has 
been more wonderful in the last century 
than any book of fiction ever written. 
Nature has become a sort of an Alad- 
din’s lamp which some scientific genius 


rubs, and, lo, there stands before us 
some new and wonderful development 
that thrills our souls! The impossible 
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has been done so often and the amazing 
has been so many times produced we 
have lost our sense of wonder. Power 
has been magnified, wealth has been in- 
creased. We are maddened with ma- 
terial lust, drunk with material power 
and we are seeking first the glitter of 
gold and the power and pleasure that 
it can bring. We must have the finest 
place for a home, the highest priced 
automobile. Money-mad we plunge on 
after speed in such an age and such a 
state and in such an atmosphere the 
tragedy of Judas is easily enacted. The 
politician who for spoils of office has 
sold his conscience, the business man 
who has bartered his soul for a dis- 
honest deal, the society woman who has 
betrayed the best that is in her to make 
the social grade have all joined the 
crucifiers of Christ. 

If you are a victim of selfishness in 


.any form you were represented at the 


Cross. Hold fast to the spiritual. 


II. Many have lost their zeal through 
modern indifference. If there is one 
thing that is crippling the church’s use- 


fulness more than any other it is the 
indifference manifested by so many 
church members today. A marked 


characteristic 
ference. 


of this age is its indif- 
In our day Jesus is not hurt 
so much by _ skeptics, infidels and 
atheists. The of Christ is hurt 
most by professing, unregenerate 
Christians, church members who neglect 
their spiritual responsibilities, who do 
not put God first; members who will 
not humble themselves in the sight of 
the Lord and conform to his command- 
ments. Yes, we have spiritual cowards 
in every church and community because 
it is often easier to face gun fire, bombs 
and the sword than it is to stand by 
our spiritual convictions. Peter has 
mary friends today because most peorle 
are spiritual cowards in some degree. 
The fate of Christ was a matter of utter 
indifference to Pilot; all he wanted was 
to get rid of him. Christ had given 
him a lot of trouble and the one thing 
for which he wished was that he might 
wash his hands of him and forget him. 
Pilot drove no nails but his utter in- 
difference crucified the Christ. Many 
men want to forget the Cross. It is a 
disturbing element in their lives. 

I am told that in the North thousands 
of churches closed Sunday nights 
because of lack of interest, and the 
same tendency is now infecting the 
South. Religious statistics show that 
of the population of some of our states, 
eight per cent go to church in the morn- 
ing and only two per cent at night. As 
for the other 90 per cent they are loaf- 
ing at home, sleeping away the day, 
reading the Sunday newspapers, rolling 
over the roads in a new car, out on golf 
links, attending ball games, joining the 
crowds at Sunday theatres with no 
thought of God. Really many of them 
are troubled because the church and 
the minister remind them of that which 
they are trying to forget. 

The crucified Christ stands by the 
ceaseless rush today with out-stretched 


cause 


are 


wounded hands but they heed him not. 
He stands at the crossroads of traffic 
today bidding the multitudes, “Come 
unto me,” ‘“‘Follow me,” but their eyes 
are fastened upon the material things, 
the questionable pleasure offered by 
Satan and his cohorts and they have 
neither time nor inclination to look 
upon the Prince of Peace as they pass 
by. The sin of indifference is at its 
height, it seems to me. I see a violent 
mob about the Cross. On Palm Sun- 
day they cried, ‘“‘Hosanna: Blessed is 
the King of Israel that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” Four days later 
they cry, ‘“‘Crucify him, crucify him.” 
What a contrast! Does it mean that 
people are really indifferent to Jesus on 
both days? Yes, the indifferent crowd 
was there when they crucified my Lord, 
nor is it an ancient tragedy. Take a 
walk about any American city during 
the hour of worship and you will come 
back with a heavy heart. 

In a national, religious survey it was 
found that 91% of our American wo- 
men believe in God, 75% believed that 
children should have definite religious 
instruction, but it was also discovered 
that only 47% of these women make 
any effort to attend church. What a 
graphic picture of American indiffer- 
ence! “Not everyone that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father who is in 
Heaven.”’ 

Do you ever find yourself guilty of in- 
difference? If you are guilty, you were 
there with the crowd when they cruci- 
fied my Lord! How is the modern min- 
istry, how are the zealous men and 
women of the church to meet the mod- 
ern indifference? Indifference in the 
pulpit and in the pew to this condition 
can never do anything to remedy it. 
Peter met the crucifiers of the Savior 
with a passionate belief in the resur- 
rection of his Lord. Only with a like 
earnestness can we hope to make any 
impression on the spiritual indifference 
of the hour. Let us hold fast to our 
zeal, to our passionate belief in the 
crucifixion and in the resurrection of 
our Lord. 


III. Let us hold fast to our belief. 
Unbelief of old crucified Christ and it 
is the same toduy. The attitude is rep- 
resented by the Sadducees and Phari- 
sees and the rulers of the people who 
believed not on him. They saw his 
wonderful miracles and heard him speak 
as never man spake. There was abun- 
dant evidence that their evil hearts 
were hardened and they said he had @ 
devil. They charged him with blas- 
pheming. They said the holiest being 
on earth was a criminal. So does un- 
belief warp man’s judgment. So it is 
today. It is unbelief that produces in- 
difference and prompts men to sell the 
spiritual for the material. Ancient un- 
belief called him a blasphemer and 4 
devil. Modern unbelief is more polite. 
It says he was a gentle dreamer. He 
was a good man whose righteousness 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





prou: 
swoo 
air ¢ 
crow 
polit 
hollc 
but | 
The} 
God 
tion 
of e! 
dout 
Bibl 
of t 
belie 
still 
spit 
of h 


trat 
ter | 


a fe 
cert 
that 
the 
the 
rece 
fror 
the 
nou 
nan 
shi] 
ber 


flov 
oth 
Wh 
for: 


afr 


cal 





m not. 
traffic 
‘Come 
r eyes 
hings, 
ed by 

have 

look 
Y pass 
at its 
riolent 
1 Sun- 
sed is 
in the 
} later 
him.” 
n that 
SUS on 
crowd 
Lord, 
‘ake a 
during 
| come 


it was 
in wo- 
‘d that 
ligious 
overed 
make 
Vhat a 
idiffer- 
1 unto 
to the 
- doeth 
is in 


y of in- 
u were 
cruci- 
n min- 
n and 
e mod- 
in the 
ndition 
ady it. 
Savior 
resur- 
a like 
ke any 
ference 
to our 
in the 
ion of 


belief. 
and it 
is rep- 
Phari- 
le who 
iw his 
1 speak 
} abun- 
hearts 
had a 
1 blas- 
, being 
es un- 
o it is 
ces in- 
ell the 
ent un- 
and a 
polite. 
r. He 
yusness 


rLOOK 





prought him persecution; that he 
swooned on the cross and that the damp 
air of the tomb revived him. They 
crown him with a rose wreath of studied 
politeness and nail him to a cross of 
hollow, heartless praise. Not only that, 
put the Word of God has been assailed. 
They say it is a revelation, not from 
God but of God. Being a_revela- 
tion of God by fallible men it is full 
of error, myth, and absurdity. Modern 
doubt does not hesitate to attack the 
Bible, the deity of Christ or any other 
of the fundamentals of our religion. 

. To me it is only a form of un- 
belief. It means that the mocking mob 
still climbs the hill called Calvary. to 
spit their hate and unbelief in the fare 
of him who died for them. 


How far this unbelief may have pene- 
trated the Protestant Church is a mat- 
ter on which men differ. But it seems 
to me that a way faring man, though 
a fool, can see that it is growing. A 
certain lawyer said to me not long ago 
that he could not reconcile the God of 
the Old Testament with the God of 
the New Testament; that Moses never 
received the Ten Commandments direct 
from God, and that he made a hit with 
the new doctrine of that day first an- 
nounced in his Ten Commandments— 
pamely, monotheism, that of the wor- 
ship of one God. This lawyer is a mem- 
ber of the Christian Church. 


In many places in pulpit and pew the 
flower of unbelief is in full bloom; in 
others its roots may be taking hold. 
When the church loses her message and 
forsakes the creeds for which the saints 
and our forefathers have died she is 
doomed. 


One prays with all his soul that modad- 
ern infidelity may never get hold or 
take root in our glorious Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. He hopes not against 
hope, for we are confident that the faith 
of Calvin, Knox and Thomas Cary John- 
son will never cease to proclaim a mes- 
sage that shall provide food for the 
hungry heart and cleansing for the sin- 
sick soul. But, we must be on our 
guard. Let us put on the whole armor 
of God and with hearts that are un- 
afraid go forth to witness and preach 
the glory of a blood-stained cross. [et 
us catch step and march forth with 
faces alight with the glory of our holy 
cause, lifting anew the battle song. 


“Lead on, O King eternal; 
We follow not with fears: 

For gladness breaks like morning 
Where’er thy face appears. 

Thy cross is lifted o’er us, 
We journey in its light. 

The crown awaits the conquest, 
Lead on, O God of might.” 








In a ‘‘turn-about is fair play’’ experience, the man who 
asks questions gets asked a few... and he calls for help 


The Inquiring Reporter’s 
Free-For-All 


Many people have urged the Inquiring Reporter to get reactions to a variety 
of questions. These questions are accumulating so fast that he now takes 
refuge in an effort to get mass (or selective) response. That is, he asks you, 
his readers, to select from the ones listed below (and those scores of others he 
has on file which will follow). He urges you to give your 25-WORD SPECIFIC 
(and he does mean specific, not vague or general) comment on one or all, num- 
bering them as indicated below: 

1. How can we put some new blood into the management of our church? 
20 or 25 men—the same old voices—have been “‘running’’ our church for years. 
(Submitted by a Florida pastor.) 

2. How can the Presbyterian Church, US, re-capture its heritage in wor- 
ship? (Texas minister.) 

3. Where is the trend toward 
leading us? (Virginia woman.) 

4. How can we make Presbyterians more conscious of the supreme need 
of Christian higher education? (Ky. minister.) 

5. Why should each synod have an orphanage? So many are still ‘‘in- 
stitutions’? and not operated in keeping with proven methods and standards. 
Furthermore, some are half-occupied. In many cases the state does a better 
job with orphans than does the church. From what I gather this situation 
exists in many synods. (Layman.) 

6. Should church colleges award honorary D. D. degrees? 
lege official.) 

7. Has the Presbyterian system reached perfection? 
should be made? (S. C. minister.) 

8. Did Jesus believer there was a ‘‘master race’? (Ala. layman.) 

9. Should ruling elders be retired at 70? (W. Va. minister.) 

10. Do you think a minister can be paid too much? How much would be 
too much? (Va. minister.) 





“high churchism”’ in its emphasis on liturgy 


(Church col- 


If not, what changes 


(To be continued) 











In the Hill Country of Texas 


Engineering, Pre-Medicai, Pre- 
Individual attention and super- 
Reservations now being received 


Schreiner Institute 


Military high school and junior college for boys. 
Law, Business Administration, Physical Education. 
vised study. Modern dormitories and equipment. 
for school year beginning September 18. Write: 


The Registrar ; Schreiner Institute; Box U; Kerrville, Texas. 








Southwestern at Memphis 


A college with a tradition of excellence 
offers an adventure in learning and in Chris- 
tian living. 

Applications accepted for summer and fall 
sessions. 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 
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STILLMAN_ COLLEGE 


OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, so 


fares our work with the @Why not send your per- 
Negro people. sonal contribution, today? 
Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not Write Stillman 
in your will? 
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EDITORIAL 





The New Moderator 


Only once in 21 years and only twice 
before in our church’s history, it is be- 
lieved, has an moderator 
been elected without opposition. This 
obvious tribute to Benjamin Rice Lacy, 
Jr., Union Seminary’s 
everywhere applauded. 

Dr. Lacy, with his 
family and church and rich training and 
experience, has a hold upon our church’s 
heart that few men have ever had. Yet, 
with all these intimate relationships to 
the church’s life he has not presumed 
upon them, and he has, in many ways, 


Assembly’s 


president. is 


background of 


stayed in the background insofar as con- 
spicuous duties in the midst of Assembly 
affairs are concerned. 

His ancestors, going back to the early 
leaders of Davidson College and to the 
founder of Union Seminary. have been no 
stumbling block to his service, neither 
have they been allowed too conspicuous 
a part in his ministry. His widely-varied 
service to the church as home mission 
worker in Wake County, N. C., 
of the great Central Church, 
and for 25 years at Union Seminary, has 
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as pastor 


Atlanta, 


given him a thorough understanding of 
the ministry and its opportunity in our 
kind of world. 

When the demand for chaplains for 
World War II became apparent, the first 
man to be thought of as a sort of 
“bishop of chaplains’’ was Dr. Lacy be- 
cause of notable and widely-recognized 
service in 1917-18; so he was called 
upon to be chairman of an Assembly’s 
agency to set in motion the processes 
which provided more than our church’s 
quota of chaplains for this service. 

His greatest work, of course, has been 
at the seminary. Jarly he saw that a 
president’s chief responsibility is to 
select an able faculty and he can point 
with some degree of pride to the calibre 
and spirit of the men who are associated 
with him in the institution for which he 
has particular responsibility. And his 
loyalty to these men is inspiring. Some 
have felt that Dr. Lacy never rose to 
greater heights than he did some years 
ago when he spoke with moving power 
before the Assembly in support of one 
of his colleagues who was under attack: 
But those who know him well realize 
that the qualities of his friendship and 
the sincerity of his purpose shine forth 
as the stars on a cloudless night. 

The church has been honored in lay- 
ing its hands on so fine a man for its 
moderator. We may look forward to 
an inspiring year under his leadership. 


An Elder Who Serves 

As W. E. Price brings his year of serv- 
ice as the Assembly’s moderator to a 
close the entire church feels a sense of 
gratitude toward him. Mr. Price is a 


great and unselfish servant of his 
church. He has high goals toward 


which he hopes it will continue to move, 
and his own sacrificial service offer a 
pattern which every pastor would like 
to hold before his laymen. 

Mr. Price has been intimately identi- 
fied with Sunday school extension work 
and home mission expansion. He has 
been on the Assembly's committee on 
the former and one of the leaders of 
his presbytery program in _ missions. 
This last year has been a busy year for 
him across the church but scarcely less 
demanding than former years when he 
gave much more than his spare time to 
new and struggling Sunday schools and 
churches in and around Charlotte. 

The gracious, humble, self obliterat- 
ing spirit which our ex-moderator pos- 
sesses inspires countless others and is 
a sort of judgment upon all self-seekers 
or individuals of 
frame of mind. 


intolerant or bigoted 
So, when you read in 
address his words 
about indifferent members you can feel 


his moderatorial 


a heart throbbing with concern for the 
drifting multitudes and as he brings the 
demands of the Cross upon us, you may 
cringe before the demands but you will 
also pray that this earnest layman will 
be given continued power to press the 
claims of that Cross upon the hearts of 
all of us as he has done in his message 
to the Assembly. 

So, we lift a prayer of gratitude today 


for this earnest, honest, humble laymap 
who for many years has given his church 
the best he has and who, we trust, wil] 
through the comiug years continue to 
inspire many another to follow in his 
footsteps. 


The Reorgunization 





45. PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION, 
Contd. 


There are 25 trustees on the Preg 
byterian Foundation; nine live in Char. 
lotte, N. C., the headquarters, and in 
nearby towns; 16 represent the synods, 
Five of the church’s executive secretar- 
ies of the Boards are ex officio men. 
bers. 

The Foundation now has in hand 
$801,323 plus the earnings from por- 
tions of the R. A. Dunn estate. The 
ad interim committee found that the 
per cent of earnings of the Foundation 
was consistently higher than any agency 


surveyed—from 3.67 to 4%. In 1947-48 
the Foundation’s investments earned 


$34,000. Its expenses were $5,600, or, 
without the investment counsel fee, 
13%. The church's agencies pay five 


per cent handling charges on income 
received from the Foundation. 

The Foundation always seems to have 
trouble in having its purpose and pro- 
gram understood. In fact, the rank 
and file of members and, indeed, many 
leaders, never heard of it. 

In recommending a change, the ad 
interim committee said, ‘‘It is the judg- 
ment of your committee that this 
agency of the General Assembly is re- 
latively static, that the cost of admin- 
istering these funds is higher than need 
be, and that it is highly desirable for 
the trustees of the General Assembly 

.to be more closely associated with 
the finance division of the Office of the 
General Assembly.” 

Many feel that the Founda- 
tion should offer a constant challenge 
to the church and its members to build 
up greater reserves whose income would 
be available to various causes of the 
church. In their statement of defense 
circulated throughout the church, the 
trustees explain that they have lacked 
funds to be used in promoting the sale 
of annuity bonds and in other promo- 
tional work—never over a few hundred 
dollars a year. 

In responding to the charge that the 
Foundation ‘‘is relatively static,’’ the 
trustees say, 


people 


“It seems strange to the trustees that 
as the chairman [W. E. Price] and the 
secretary [Jas. A. Jones]. of the ad 
interim committee are both living in 
Charlotte, where the office of the trus- 
tees is located, that they made no en- 
deavor to get any first-hand informa- 
tion, but relied entirely on the state- 
ments of Mr. Felts, their business engi- 


neer,. .There are other. .con- 
siderations. .Which should be care 
fully considered before any action is 


taken by the Assembly based upon the 
snap judgment of a so-called ‘business 
engineer.’ " 
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It has been felt that more could be 
done through the Foundation if there 
were a greater coordination with other 
agencies of the church; among the 
major agencies of the Assembly it is 
given scant consideration. It was to 
overcome this that the plea was pro- 


posed to include the Foundation’s work 
in the central office of the General As- 
sembly and in this way, also, avoid in- 
evitable conflicts such as have occasion- 
ally arisen in the past. 

NEXT WEEK — The 
contd. 


Foundation 





ili ARE ENOUGH 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Take heed to yourselves and to all 
the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
appointed you guardians.’’—Acts 20:28, 
Moffatt. 


YOUNG ALUMNUS of a seminary 
in Scotland had come back to the 
campus and was visiting with his 
old professor of theology. He was tell- 
ing him about his church, and was a 
little apologetic about it. ‘‘I have only 
111 members” he said. The old man 
looked at him. 
“111 are enough,” he said. 
to answer to God for.’’ 
Because we are a preaching church, 
because we believe in a prophetic min- 
istry and also because we incline to 
be lazy, we are disposed to take Ezekiel 
as our last word. Ezekiel, you remem- 
ber, was told that when he had uttered 
his prophecy his responsibility ended. 
“Whether they will hear or whether 
they will forbear,’’ he was simply the 
watchman on the wall. His duty was 
to blow the trumpet, not to listen nor 
to compel men to listen. Tell the truth, 


‘Enough 


let the chips fall where they may, 
preach the word, sow the seed, leave 
the rest to God. 

That was right and good for a 


prophet, but no prophet was ever a pas- 
tor. One of the great superiorities of 
the Christian over every other religion 
is that ours is the only one with genuine 
pastors. Buddhists have priests, Mo- 
hammedans have mullahs, Confucian- 
ists have sages, Jews have rabbis, but 
the office of a pastor is distinctively 
and uniquely Christian. Being a prophet 
is Only part of his job. 

If a man feels called to be a prophet 
and nothing more, he should not be 
called to a church; let him become an 
evangelist or a traveling preacher of 
some kind, but never a pastor. The 
prophet does not have to live with his 
people, indeed he has no people. He 
may come down now and then from the 
mountains of Gilead, he may preach in 


a wilderness where no homes can be. 
But a pastor is different. It is doubtful 
whether a man with no pastoral liking 
or ability whatever can really preach a 
Christian gospel. As Brunner says, a 
man who does not care for men has 
no business preaching the Word. 


OR A PROPHET, God has one 

question: Did you _ faithfully 

speak the truth as it was given 
you? For the pastor, God has another 
question after that: Have you helped 
your people to believe and to live the 
truth you have preached? If a proph- 
et’s hearers fall into temptation or des- 
pair, that is none of the prophet’s busi- 
ness; he may by that time be over the 
hills and far away. But the pastor is 
there to see that his people do not fall 
into temptation or despair. 

It is his business to help his peo- 
ple believe. To announce a truth is 
one thing, but to bring that truth home 
to persons one by one fs quite another 
and a longer process. In every con- 
gregation there are people who have 
heard certain great truths many times 
but who do not actually believe them 
in their hearts. One of the reasons 
may be that no one has ever made those 
truths personal and real. A word of 
truth spoken tc a hundred people may 
miss all of them, for each listener can 
sit there fitting the truth to some one 
else. But the same word spoken to 
the individual, spoken with love and un- 
derstanding, carnot be evaded. It is 
the minister’s work to help his people 
believe. 

It is his business to help his people 
live. This can be done only by a man 
of deep and wide sympathies, one who 
ean see persons as individuals and not 
as types or crowds. A man can be a 
prophet to a thousand strangers; he 
can never be a pastor unless he is a 
friend. Friendship needs time to take 
root, time to riper. That is why short 
are seldom than ex- 
That is 


pastorates more 


tended preaching missions. 





To live . . To work . 


co-educational 
H. Roe Bartle, president 





EDUCATE FOR COURAGE 


Valley is ready and willing to do more than her share 


MISSOURI VALLEY COLLEGE 


. To pray. . To vote 


fully accredited 
Marshall, Missouri 


why a church served for a generation 
by a series of short-termers is more 
likely to be a congregation of sermon- 
tasters than of well-rounded Christians. 
A preacher can exhaust his store of ser- 
mons, perhaps, in a few years; but the 
possibilities of human friendships are 
not exhaustible in a lifetime. If a min- 
ister takes his work seriously, a small 
chureh can be quite enough for all the 
‘career’ he can ask. To think of a 
small church as a “preparation” or a 
“‘stepping-stone”’ for a bigger one is to 
misunderstand the nature of the Chris- 
tian ministry. 


O ONE CAN SAY just where the 

line is, for there is no definite 

line, which divides the church 
small enough for a man to be its pas- 
tor, from the church so large that he 
can be only its preacher and chief ex- 
ecutive. But in his better moments, 
when ambition no longer gnaws at him, 
every minister knows that there is a 
point of numbers beyond which no man 
can go and still be a pastor. 

Then must we disband all our larger 
churches? That may not be practical. 
But in a large church, and even in the 
smallest the importance of the 
pastoral ministry should give meaning 
to the eldership. 

In the intention of our church, the 
elder is not just another usher to pass 
the communion plate, not simply a 
member of the Board of Directors. He 
is a genuine shepherd, as much as the 
pastor is. To hear Paul talking that 
day on the beach at Miletus, you could 
not have told whether he was speak- 
ing to elders or ministers; they were 
elders by title, ministers by function. 
Yet no session, however large and effec- 
tive, can release the minister from his 
own pastoral responsibility. 
think his work in- 
minister. 111 
even eleven souls, are enough 
God for. When 


ones, 


Let no minister 
significant, if he is a 
souls, or 
to be responsible to 
our Lord Jesus spoke to crowds, he 
often met with small success. When he 
chose to be a pastor to a few, he won 
and held eleven men out of twelve. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Dixiecrats Lose Hold 


In Alabama Primary 


Alabama News Letter 





Election Day in Alabama put the 


“quietus” on a good many crying issues 


and left a large number of political 
aspirants in the “also ran’’ category. 


States’ Righters, who bolted the regu- 
lar Democratic Party and attempted to 
steer the 11 electoral votes to the Dixie- 
cratic ticket in 1948 lost control of the 
Democratic executive committee. U. S. 
Senators Lister Hill and John Spark- 
spearheaded the party loyalist 
The run-off primary con- 
solidated the gains of the loyalists in 
the executive committee. Lister Hill 
retained his Senate seat without too 
much difficulty. Alabama politicians 
were considerably impressed by the poor 
showing made by former Governor 
Chauncey Sparks (1942-46). Final 
tabulations showed Sparks in fifth 
Gordon Persons, president of 
the Alabama Public Service Commision, 
held such a lead over Gov. “Big Jim’”’ 
Folsom’s hand-picked Phillip Hamm 
that Hamm announced there would be 
no run-off. 


man 
campaign. 


place. 
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Baptists Decline Government 
Funds for Hospital Program 


The Birmingham Baptists Associa- 
tion at a special session voted to “re. 
fuse and reject’? government funds 
offered under the Hill-Burton act for 
enlargement of the Baptist hospital in 
Birmingham. By its action, the Ags. 
sociation re-affirmed a stand it had 
taken last December when it defeated 
its executive board’s recommendation 
which would have authorized the hospi- 
tal’s trustees to secure federal funds 
on a loan basis. The Association’s ex- 
ecutive committee is to consider possi. 
ble steps to be taken, including the 
possibility of selling the hospital to an 
interested group or to the city or 
county. Laymen took the lead in the 
fight against acceptance of any federal 
funds for a church-owned institution, 
on the basis of the traditional Baptist 
position of church-state separation. 
(RNS) 


Churches’ Efforts on Student 
Work Campaign Are Reported 


Recent campaign literature has re- 
vealed the progress of the effort to se- 
cure $250,000 for the synod’s student 
work program, showing quotas and pay- 
ments church-by-church. At five of the 
seven state-supported schols, it is said. 
“present facilities are woefully inade- 
quate for any really effective religious 
program.” Auburn, with 789 Presby- 
terian students, and the University of 
Alabama, with 872, are shown to have 
more Presbyterians enrolled than any 
Presbyterian school in the South. 


Dothan Church Celebrates 
Achievements of 50 Years 


Dothan’s First church celebrated its 
50th anniversary last month with two 
former pastors returning to preach and 
with three sons of the church who have 
gone into the ministry on hand for the 
occasion. Clement Ritter, Cynthiana, 
Ky., and R. T. Wallace, Monticello, Fla., 
and the three who have entered the 
ministry from the congregation are: 
Donald H. Stewart, Houston, Texas; 
Hayes Clark, Kingstree, S. C.; William 
Dupree, Gallatin, Tenn. It was pointed 
out that the church reached its mem- 
bership peak for the entire half-century 
within the first ten years of its life. 
Evergreen chapel and Immanuel church 
are two small churches which have been 
established by this congregation in its 
outpost program. J. Norton Dendy is 
the present pastor. 


Synod Committees Face 
New Needs and Opportunities 


Two synod committees met recently. 
The Christian Relations group looked 
forward to its report to be presented 
when synod meets in Anniston Sept. 
18. Areas of assigned study included: 
the dissolution of Snedecor Synod, mar- 
riage and divorce, socialism, Catholic- 
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jsm, and the feasibility of church groups 
accepting government funds for their 
hospitals—in addition to a considera- 
tion of the place and work of a Chris- 
tian Relations committee itself. Home 
missions leaders met in March with 
James M. Carr, Assembly’s director of 
town and country work. to complete 
plans for the employment of an exten- 
sion worker. Mary Frances Martin, 
Birmingham, Alabama College and Co- 
lumbia Seminary graduate, was chosen 
for the post. Working under the di- 
rection of W. W. Glass, Decatur, Miss 
Martin will survey communities where 
the largest population growth has been 
found. 


Miscellany 


George Lang, distinguished Presby- 
terian educator, who recently retired 
from the chair of religion and philoso- 
phy at the University of Alabama, was 
elected district governor of Rotary In- 
ternational at the Birmingham meet- 
ing. Following his induction at the 
Chicago convention in mid-June, he will 
visit each of the 28 clubs in District 
238. . . .The 18th annual Visitors’ 
Day was held recently at the Presbyte- 
rian Home for Children in Talladega. 
There were more than 300 visitors pres- 
ent. Every child in the home 12 years 
old and above will attend a church 


camp or conference this summer. 

Trinity church, Montgomery, is com- 
pleting a $100,000 building and expan- 
sion program, including air-conditioning 
the sanctuary. .Valley Creek 
church in Dallas County, founded in 
1816 and popularly known as the 
‘“‘Mother of Presbyterianism’’ in Ala- 
bama, celebrated its annual homecom- 
Mg in May. .The Roman Catholic 
president of Spring Hill College, a 
Catholic institution, has proposed for- 
mation of a group to be known as “All 
Americans United for the Cooperation 
of Church and State.’’. . Another 
priest, a Spring Hill profesor, has de- 
clared that use of atomic or hydrogen 
bombs would be ‘‘mass murder,” a vio- 
lation of the Fifth Commandment and 
absolutely and morally wrong. a Se 
The Montgomery Baptist Ministers con- 
ference recently endorsed the Burke bill 


calling for federal aid to education. 
(RNS) 


N. J. WARREN. 
Selma. 
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WE PRESBYTERIANS 
By Arthur V. Boand 








Hall at Westminster 


Now that Westminster College of 
Fulton, Mo., often referred to as ‘‘that 
great little college,’ is about to begin 
with its 1950 commencement exercises 
the celebration of 
fitting 


its centennial year, 


it seems that ‘‘We Presbyte- 


rians’’ might do well to focus our at- 
tention upon its new president, suc- 
cessor to native-son Franc L. McCluer 


who went from Westminster to Linden- 


wood—William W. Hall, Jr. 
Most Presbyterians doubtless know 
that Westminster is under the joint 
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Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 








| Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 


AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 

One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
one of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 





ay. 
For information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8 Roller. Jr., Principal. 





Broadway Plan Church Finance 


Balld and Equip Now Under 





and continue to build as long as you 
can reach your possibilities. 

The method contemplates the issu- 
ance of 5 per cent semi-annual inter- 
est coupon bonds maturing serially 
over 13 years 

They build and equip the church and 
at the same time constitute a safe, 
dependable investment for the mem- 
bers and others. 


Full information furnished on request 
BROADWAY PLAN 
1408 Sterling Bldg., 


Houston, Texas. 
J. S. Bracewell, Director. 


control of the two Synods of Missouri, 
US and USA. At its June commence- 
ment two of its alumni, Edmund F. 
Miller, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and John 
R. Cunningham, president of Davidson 
College, will bring messages represent- 
ing their respective General Assemblies. 

For more than half its life, however, 
Westminster was owned and controlled 
by the Presbyterian Church, US. Soon 
after the turn of the century, however, 
the US Presbyterians of Missouri sud- 
denly realized that Westminster did not 
belong to them exclusively; that it was 
founded years’ before the cleavage 
caused by the war between the States, 
and consequently belonged to all Mis- 
souri Presbyterians. Consequently, the 
Synod of Missouri offered joint owner- 
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FOR SALE 





AT MONTREAT, N. C., eight room house. 

One of the most desirable properties in 
Montreat. Well built, beautifully land- 
seaped. Sale price much below replacing. 
J. O. Mann, c/o First Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C. 














12 


POSITION WANTED 





SETTLED LADY, CAPABLE, desires posi- 

tion as companion or light household 
duties in a Protestant home. Richmond 
location preferred; would consider position 
in nearby areas. References exchanged. 
Write Box L-6, c/o Presbyterian Outlook. 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place fo- an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President. 


Character 











ship and control of the college to the 
Synod of Missouri, USA, which offer 
was accepted, so that the school hag 
been jointly owned and administereg 
ever since. 

Frankly, this was the smartest thing 
the Southern Presbyterians of Missouri 
ever did. That it greatly strengthened 
the college in its constituency and sup- 
port, no one can deny. It is my belief 
that it actually saved the college from 
dying a natural death, as its sister ip. 
stitution, Synodical College, did, just 
because of lack of sufficient support. 


Be that as it may, Westminster, in 
its administrative head, has alternated 
between the Presbyterian Church, US, 
and the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
ever since it came under joint support 
of the two synods. McCluer was of 
the US Synod and now W. W. Hall, Jr., 
is of the Synod of Missouri. USA. Born 
in New York City, a son of W. W. Hall, 
Sr., an outstanding Christian contrac- 
tor and realtor, the son was reared in 
the Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, of which his father was the 
Sunday school superintendent for 26 
years. His brother, Cameron P. Hall, 
is a member of the staff of the Federal 
Council of Churches. Before accepting 
the presidency of Westminster College, 
Dr. Hall was president of the College 
of Idaho, located at Caldwell, Idaho, a 
Presbyterian institution. 

Already under his leadership, Dr. 
Hall has seen the completion of the 
campaign for the building of the Jere- 
miah Bascom Reeves memorial library, 
and plans are underway for the launch- 
ing of a $5,000,000 long-range cam- 
paign looking forward to making the 
renowned little Missouri College, on 
whose campus Winston Churchill made 
his now-famous “Iron Curtain speech,” 
even better known, not because of its 
size, but because of its outstanding con- 
tribution to the cause of Christian edu- 
cation in America. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jacob, A Man of Striking Contrasts 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for July 2 


Lesson Text, Genesis 35:1-7, 9-12 


We begin this week a series of les- 
sons on ‘‘Great Men and Women of the 
Bible,’ a notable portrait gallery of 
varying types of men and women, 
through whom God has worked in the 
past, and through whom he still works 
today. Our initial study brings before 
us a crafty schemer, selfish and over- 
reaching, whose character was finally 
transformed and who became one of the 
noblest of the patriarchs. Selfish men 
are rather common today. They are 
much of the world’s 
misery and woe. Selfishness, in fact, 
is a demon which all of us must fight. 
The experience which Jacob underwent, 
therefore, should prove both interesting 
and instructive. 


responsible for 


I. Jacob, the Supplanter 


Jacob’s character at the outset of 
his career is set before us very clearly 
in three unforgettable stories: 


1. He was born with his hand on his 
brother's heel (25:19-26). The Bible 
describes this unusual incident because 
it pictures better than words the actual 
character of Jacob. His parents named 
him Jacob, which means, ‘‘He who takes 
by the heel,’? but which may also mean, 
“he who takes by the heel to trip up,” 
and therefore ‘She who outwits, or 
supplants.’’ That seems to 
have been Jacob’s character from the 
very beginning. Even as a boy he was 
shrewd, unscrupulous, determined to 
advance his own interests at all costs, 
ready to trip up his own brother by 
the heel in order that this might be 
accomplished. 


cheats or 


2. He beguiled Esau into the selling 
of his birthright (25:27-34). The 
birthright, according to Oriental cus- 
tom, was the right of the first born. 
It included certain material advantages, 
a larger share in the estate, a more 
honorable position in the tribe, prob- 
ably here, the leadership of the clan. 
and Esau 
thought. it also included certain spirit- 
The promise made to 
Abraham and renewed to Isaac would 
be fulfilled through Isaac’s heir. But 
neither Jacob nor Esau seem to have 
taken this into account. They were 
both concerned with the more immedi- 
ate temporal advantages of the birth- 
right. 


In this case, or so Jacob 


ual advantages. 


Jacob resented the accident of birth 
which gave the birthright to his twin 
brother and determined by wile to win 
it for himself. Very shrewdly he took 
advantage of a certain weakness in 
his brother’s character and bought 
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from him the right of the first born 
for a mess of pottage. We can offer 
no apology for Jacob’s action, nor 
should we attempt to do so. The whole 
purpose of the story is to show how 
God’s grace produced a transformation 
in Jacob’s character. At this particu- 
lar time he was shrewd, calculating, 
grasping; toward Esau, he was un- 
brotherly, selfish and cruel; toward 
Isaac, he was undutiful; toward God, 
proceeding on the assumption that he 
knew of the promise which God had 
made to Rebekah (25:53), he was pre- 
sumptuous and faithless. 


3. Jacob, by fraud, obtained his 
father’s blessing (27:1-40). Esau was 
not willing to stand by his bargain, 
neither was lsaac ready to admit that 
Esau had any right to dispose of his 
rights as the first born. Rebekah, who 
favored Jacob and wished him to have 
the birthright and the blessing, by 
which it was formally bestowed, sug- 
gested the successful strateagem which 
Jacob was easily persuaded to follow. 
She prepared meat, so that to the aged 
Isaac it tasted like his favorite veni- 
son, and she dressed Jacob, so that 
to his failing senses he seemed like 
Esau. Once bestowed, the blessing, ac- 
cording to the ideas of the time, could 
not be recalled. 


Jacob’s character had hardened; he 
comes before us here as a liar and a 
thief. Some attempt to put the blame 
on Rebekah. But Jacob was no longer 
a boy, he was fully grown, and he 
raised no objections to Rebekah’s pro- 
posal on moral grounds. He was afraid 
that the plan might fail, and that Isaac 
would give him a curse rather than a 
blessing, but when the plan was per- 
fected he carried it through without a 
tremor. 
been me 1 would have dropped the 
dish.’’ But Jacob’s hand never trembled. 


When Esau discovered the loss which 
Jacob had occasioned him, he deters 
mined on revenge. He would hold his 
peace until Isaac had died, and then 
end his brother’s life. Rebekah heard 
of Esau’s plot, and dispatched Jacob 
to Haran, the home of her brother, 
Laban, ostensibly that he might secure 
a wife from among his own people. She 
instructed him to ‘‘tarry there for a 
few days” until his brother’s wrath was 
allayed, and then she would send him 
word to come again. But seemingly 
Esau was not pacified, for no word came 
from his mother, and Jacob remained 
away from home for more than twenty 
years. 


Luther once said, ‘‘If it had, 


II. Jacob, a Fugitive 


When he left home Jacob showed ao 
signs of repentance, apparently he felt 
no need of God. Indeed, he seemed 
to think that he had left God behind 
him at Beersheba. Greatly to his 
astonishment, however, on the second 
or third night out, God appeared to 
him in a vision at Bethel. In spite of 
his unworthy life God renewed to him 
the Covenant promise which he had 
originally made with Abraham and 
Isaac and added a personal promise, 
saying, “I am with thee and will keep 
thee. .and will bring thee again to 
this land.’’ Jacob was startled at first 
to find that he was not lost from God’s 
presence, but when morning came he 
had recovered his wits. He promised 
that if God would really keep his prom- 
ise, then he, Jacob, would hold Bethel 
sacred to his memory and would give 
him back a tenth of all that God had 
given him (not a bad bargain). 

Reaching Syria, Jacob took service 
under his Uncle Laban. Laban was as 
shrewd as Jacob and equally as un- 
scrupulous. Both men were ready to 
“skin’? even the members of their own 
family. The struggle between the two 
as narrated in chaps. 29-30 was keen, 
with little honor on either side. 

The first conflict 
wife. 


was over Jacob’s 
Laban thought he had won the 
round when Leah, the unwanted, was 
substituted for Rachel, Jacob’s beloved, 
on his wedding night, and when Jacon 
was forced to serve an additional seven 
years for his bare keep in order to win 
the latter also. But the sons whom 
every Oriental father desired and who 
built up the house of Israel were born 
for the most part to Leah, whom Jacob 
had not desired and whom he never 
loved. 

The second conflict was over Jacob’s 
wages. It was a sporting proposition, 
which appealed to both men, because 
both thought they had a 
outreach the other. 


chance to 

was the 
game, and 
after six years most of Laban’s prop- 
erty had passed into his hands. Per- 
that Laban was no_ longer 
friendly disposed toward him, he stole 
away with his family and with all his 
property (Rachel took along her fa- 
ther’s household goods) while his father- 
in-law shearing his sheep. 
When Laban heard that he was gone 
he took a number of men and set after 
him in hot dispute. After seven days 
he overtook him in the region east of 
the Jordan. He had intended to do 
Jacob no good, but God appeared to 
him in a dream and bade him leave 
Jacol})) in peace. The two men there- 
upon made a covenant at Mizpah and 
called upon God to watch between them 
while they were absent one from the 
other to insure that neither took un- 
fair advantage of the other). As Jacob 
went on his way, his eyes were opened; 
host of angels in the sky 
and knew that it was God who, true 
to his promise, had prospered him in a 
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Jacob 


more resourceful in this 


ceiving 


was away 


he saw a 








strange land and now had kept him from 
harm. 


Ill. Jacob, a Prince With God 


Jacob had escaped one danger only to 
run into another that was even greater. 
There was Esau—was he still hostile 
or had his anger been allayed? Wish- 
ing to be sure of Esau’s attitude after 
these twenty years of absence, he sent 
to him a messenger of peace, who re- 
turned with the ominous words: “‘Esau 
is coming to meet you and four hun- 
dred armed men are with him.’”’ There 
was only one that Jacob 
could draw; Esau was determined on 
revenge. His heart sank within him, 
but he did not lose his head. Jacob 
never did that. Without delay he di- 
vided his company into two parts, 
figuring that if Esau attacked one com- 
pany, the second might escape. Then 
he bethought himself of God. He ad- 
mitted his own personal unworthiness 
(for the first time), and prayed that 
God would protect him from the wrath 
of Esau for the sake of the Covenant. 
Then he went back to his plans. 

He arranged a very handsome pres- 
ent for his brother and divided it into 
five portions, to be presented to Esau 


conclusion 


successively, each of them with soft 
words, ‘“‘A present sent unto my lord 
Esau——thy servant Jacob is behind us.”’ 


That done, he sent his wives and his 
children across the ford of the Jabbok, 
but himself remained to be behind with 
God. And that night, we read, there 
came an angel who wrestled with him 
until the day broke; then he disap- 
peared, leaving Jacob with a strained 
thigh and a new name. 

What is the meaning of this strange 
scene? The most common interpreta- 
tion is that we have a graphic picture 
of Jacob’s wrestling with God in prayer. 
That is undoubtedly true, so far as it 
goes, but it does not exhaust the mean- 
ing. Plainly there is something more. 
To put it very briefly, it seems that we 


have in graphic symbolic form the 
story of the great spiritual crisis in 


Jacob’s life, in which he learned that 
his real antagonist, the one from whom 
he must wrest the good in life, 
is not man (hitherto Jacob had thought 
that the adversary from whom he must 
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wrest the desirable things of life was 
man and that 
material goods were the highest value 
in life), but God, and that the only 
with which he can _ prevail 
against Him is the weapon of importu- 
unate prayer. 

We have the key to the incident when 
we remember that Jacob was about to 
go back into Canaan, and that he was 


Esau, Isaac, Laban 


weapon 


going back as Jacob the supplanter. 
He still had plenty of confidence in 
himself. He had matched his wits with 


Laban, and become’ tremendously 
wealthy. Now he is going back to the 
Promised Land and the old Jacob na- 
ture is not yet subdued. But the one 
who comes out to wrestle with him is 
a messenger from God who wishes to 
show him in this way that he cannot 
enter the Promised Land as he is. All 
night Jacob wrestles with his unbroken 
adversary, and as the day begins to 
dawn he comes to realize that his ad- 
Then it 
is that the angel touches his thigh and 
joint. At last 
realizes his absolute 


versary is more than human. 
puts it out of Jacob 
helplessness, and 
then, and not till then, does he learn 
the way to succeed with God; he clings 
to him, and pleads for the blessing that 
he could not win by his own wits or by 
his own strength. 

That was a new thing for Jacob. 
Hitherto he had trusted in himself. Now 
he gives himself over to importunity, 
the importunity of prayer. He sees 
how vain and obstinate it is to try to 
trick God out of his blessing, and that 
the only way to succeed is to admit his 
own helplessness and to supplicate the 
blessing that he cannot win. In grant- 
angel tells him 
that his name is no longer Jacob, but 
Israel. 


ing his request the 


Names among the Hebrews described 
character. The change of name denotes 
a change of character. He is no longer 
Jacob, the crafty one, the supplanter, 
the over-reacher; he is to be Israel, 
with God, one who has 
learned to strive with God and prevail. 
To put it in a word, we have here the 
graphie story of Jacob’s conversion. The 
change plain 


the persevere: 


becomes enough as we 
through Genesis. 


Never again do we see any of the old 


continue to read 


deceiver in 
Henceforth he is Israel. 


trickster, the unprincipled 
Jacob. one of 
the noblest of the patriarchs 

As Jacob from Peniel he 
lifted his eyes and saw Esau approach- 
ing with his Though 
changed, he was 

He arranged his 
that some of 
them, at least, should escape, and then 
went on ahead to meet his brother. As 
Esau came nearer he bowed himself to 
the ground, after the elaborate Oriental 
fashion, seven times. tsau had prob- 
ably intended at first to carry out his 
threat against Jacob, but his brother’s 
attitude touched his heart. He ran to 
meet him, fell on his neck and kissed 
him. As for Jacob, he said, “I have 


went on 
armed escort. 
Jacob’s nature was 
still politic and wise. 
family in 


such a way 


seen thy face, as one seeth the face of 
God.” 

After the reconciliation Esau _re- 
turned to Seir, and Jacob settled down 
at Shechem. There his daughter Diana 
was dishonored, and his sons, unregen- 
erate still, took arbitrary and vicious 
revenge. Jacob was no longer welcome 
in the land. Our printed text tells us 
how he journeyed to Bethel, where he 
had first met God, renewed his per- 
sonal vows of dedication, and led his 
family to put away the last vestiges 
of idolatry which they had continued 
to cherish, even after Jacob’s own per. 
sonal transformation. Then it was that 
God renewed the promise which he had 
first made with Abraham and Isaac 


The Lesson Applied 


Jacob’s 
something 
about man. 

1. The nature of God. Toward the 
end of his life Jacob put what God 
had come to mean to him in one preg- 
nant phrase: ‘“‘The God before whom 
my fathers Abraham and Isaac did 
walk, the God who hath led me all life 
long unto this day, the angel who hath 
redeemed me from all evil’? 48:15. In 
his own experience Jacob had come to 
know God (1) as a personal God—a 
God who held intercourse with men— 
the God before whom my fathers did 
walk: (2) as a providential God, a God 
who had directed his paths, literally 
shepherded him, from the beginning un- 
til now; and (3) as a redeeming God 

-whose love had refused to let him 
go, and which finally, there at the 
Jabbok, had turned him from his evil 
ways. These are the three lessons that 
men need most to learn today — the 
ABCs of the Christian life. May each 
of us learn to know him thus in our 
own experience. 

2. The nature of man. In Jacob and 
Esau, in the early days, we see human 
nature at its worst. Jacob, hypocritical 
and unscrupulous; Esau, revengeful and 
determined to satisfy his physical ap- 
petites even at the cost of his birth- 
right. Toward the end of our study we 
hegin to see human nature at its best: 
God-fearing and noble, like Jacob; 
magnanimous, like Esau. What made 
the difference? Jacob had learned to 
know God, the God before whom his 
fathers walked, the God who had cared 
for him all the days of his life, the 
God who had finally redeemed him from 
evil. 

Does knowing God in this way make 
any difference in a man’s life today? 
We cannot be sure what brought about 
the change in Esau’s character. But 
we do know that he exhibited one of 
the noblest of the Christian virtues, 4 
magnanimous and forgiving spirit. Is 
this our spirit, too? Have we forgiven 
those who have injured us, from the 
heart? 


experience 
about God 


reveals to ug 
and something 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re 
ligions Education. ) 
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ASSEMBLY ACTIONS 
(Continued from page 3) 
and Inter-Church Relations. Members 
of these committees were as folows: 


Judicial Business: (Ministers) E. 
p. Witherspoon, Chm.; Ryan L. Wood, 
R. V. C. Ritchie, Albert G. Harris, T. 
Henry Patterson, J. E. James, B. Frank 
yandell, Henry Sneed, R. A. 
Deison, T. A. Jaeger, Jr., Fred J. Lenk, 
Robt. I. Hatch, I. M. Bagnal, H. L. 
Laws, E. G. Lilly, R. L. Torrence, Geo. 
sSummey, R W. Jablonowski, Jr., J. T. 
Dendy; (Elders) John L. Farley, R. S. 
Reynolds, Thos. E. Gilmer, C. M. Allen, 
F. W. Ogden, J. Watt Gray, Henry C. 
Campen, T. S. Perrin, E. T. Magruder, 
J. H. Spence, F. F. Rambo, F. E. Beaty, 
A. C. Brown, Isaac Battiest, J. S. Gray, 
Joe Grant. 


Inter-Church Relations: (Ministers) 
Warner L. Hall, Chm.; R. L. Prince, 
w. W. Pharr, J. G. Thompson, Adrian 
Kolean, W. D. Hart, J. Blair Morton, J. 
M. Newbold, Jr., H. L. Paisley, Jas. 
Salango, D. S. Blevins, M. M. Callaway, 
Jas. L. Doom, F. L. Crown, A. L. Tubbs, 
D. C. Macguire; (Elders) Archie How- 
ard, Geo. R. Norris, R. F. McCampbell, 
Irwin Vance, H. E. Lynch, M. J. Gauss, 
J. H. Sasser, E. D. Coleman, P. B. 
Fuller, D. P. Anderson, Geo. L. Lowry, 
Lawrence H. Hunter, C. L. LaFevers, 
Chas. Moyer, R. Martin, J. P. Tipson. 


The standing committee on Judicial 
Business fell heir to further considera- 
tion on the so-called Richardson case 
which has been before the church for 
several years. It also was given the 
report on the Minister and His Work, 
with its recommendation for establish- 
ment of an office to facilitate pastoral 
changes. Most explosive issue, how- 
ever, was one which was referred late 
by Atlanta Presbytery dealing with the 
church property issue. It concerned the 
charter of Westminster church, Atlanta, 
which had been under study by a com- 
mittee of Atlanta Presbytery, as previ- 
ously reported in these columns. The 
presbytery forwarded its communication 
to the Assembly requesting guidance 
“in handling the case of a church which 
has amended its charter so as to elimi- 
nate reference to any connection with 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States and to claim outright ownership 
of property which it occupies.”’ 

This case was considered important 
because several churches during the 
past year have secured similar charters 
in what has been considered an effort 
to alienate property in the event of the 
reunion of the church, 

Inter-C hurech Relations considera- 
tions included all phases of cooperation 
with other bodies, including such items 
as the report of the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union with sections on 
the exploration of avenues of coopera- 
tion and acquaintance and the USA 
church, the Federal Council (now being 
absorbed by the National Council of 
Churches) and related matters. 

Considerable interest was directed 
toward World Missions in view of the 
number of overtures which had been 
received seeking support of the Inter- 
national Christian University in Japan. 


JUNE 19, 1950 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON 


At 2:00 P. M. the Assembly was 
called to order to begin work on its 
docket. First item had to do with the 
place of next meeting, with invitations 
extended by the First church of Or- 
lando, Fla., and, as is customary, by 
Montreat. Marshall C. Dendy, the Or- 
lando pastor, M. B. Yowell, Orlando 
elder, and J. Rupert McGregor, of Mon- 
treat, presented their respective invita- 
tions. The Assembly voted unani- 
mously to accept the Florida bid. 

The Moderator named as his five as- 
sistants: Robt. S. Woodson, Yazoo 
City, Miss., chairman; W. W. Glass, De- 
eatur, Ala.; H. A. King, Lexington, N. 
C.; James Doom, Hartsville, S. C.; and 
Daniel A. Baker, Dallas. 

He also named W. W. 
Hope, W. Va., and S. Wilkes Dendy, 
Dalton, Ga., to conduct the Sunday 
morning communion service. S. R. 
Diehl, Martinsville, W. Va., has been 
named by the former moderator to 
preach the sermon on Sunday. 


Pharr, Mt. 


Fraternal Delegates Presented 


Frank H. Caldwell, acting for the 
permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union, presented four fraternal 
delegates. James I. McCord, Austin 
Seminary dean, spoke for the Presby- 
terian World Alliance. Wm. W. John- 
son, Philadelphia, brought greetings 
from United Presbyterians. Mrs. John 
M. Irvine, Wexford, Pa., president of 
Presbyterian, USA, women, and a for- 
mer Presbyterian, US (and a graduate 
of the Assembly’s Training School), was 
a fraternal visitor to the Assembly. 
And Clifford E. Barbour, Knoxville, 
Tenn., pastor and recent moderator of 
the USA Assembly, spoke for that body. 

A message from the moderator of 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
General Synod, Moffatt R. Plaxco of 
Louisville, Ky., which was read to the 
Assembly by Dr. Caldwel, expressed the 
earnest desire 


“not only to keep open the door of 
cordial and friendly relationship with 
the great Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, but also to affirm again 
our sincere and hearty admiration and 
affection both toward the General As- 
sembiy and toward each brother in 
Christ of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 

“Occupying as we do the same geo- 
graphical area, cherishing as we do the 
same great principles and ideals, de- 
voted as we are to the same task of 
making the will of God as revealed in 
Jesus Christ real to our generation and 
to every generation, it would be a beau- 
tiful thing and a good thing for us all 
to be not only one in mind and one in 
spirit, but also one in body. .. .” 


Dr. McCord, speaking for the Pres- 
byterian Alliance, stressed five points 
about the Alliance: (1) Its numerical 
strength — second largest of the non- 
Roman bodies with 50,000,000 consti- 
tuents throughout the world; (2) It 
is the most international of the non- 
Roman groups; (3) It has produced a 


distinguished leadership; (4) In no na- 
tion that has been vitally affected by 
the Reformed faith Communism 
been a major threat; (5) The center 
of strength for Presbyterians is now in 
the United States: we alone have the 
resources to lead an advance. 

In bringing greetings from the United 
Presbyterians, Dr. Johnson, referred to 
a Baptist speaker of the night before 
and said, ‘‘There is not even a narrow 
stream of water separating us. .. .I 
look forward to the time when we can 
all move forward together.” 


has 


Hope for Early Reunion 


Mrs. Irvine stressed the opportuni- 
ties for cooperation between women of 
the US and USA churches and was 
frank in expressing her hope that the 
reunion of the two churches would not 
be long delayed. 

Dr. Barbour captivated the Assembly 
with his warm humor and friendly man- 
ner. In part of his adress he said, 


“TI don’t believe the Kingdom of God 
is going to be ushered in by com- 
mittee action but a mighty army 
needs to be organized into a unit, and 
I wouldn’t be true to myself if I didn’t 
say that I long for the day. I passed 
my silver cross on two weeks ago to 
my successor. I long for the day when 
the two crosses will be welded together. 

.I believe in Presbyterians united— 
and reformed. I believe we are getting 
Reformed, thank God. The genius of 
Presbyterianism is beginning to be re- 
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captured. One of 
participation in policy and program. 
We've been dominated by ecclesiastics 
too long, and I’m an ecclesiastic. Lay- 
men are beginning to be heard. , 
Another of the geniuses of Presbyteri- 
anism is the local autonomy of the 
presbytery. Once again the presbytery 
is coming into its own, and again J 
say, Thank God. 
We are becoming 


the elements is lay 


more evangelistic. 
We still need to be united. I believe 
that brothers who belong in the same 
family ought to live in the same house. 
Or, I think that you ought to be more re- 
sponsive to the suit which my denomi- 
nation has been waging for these last 
few years. You see we love you. 


“When my wife and I were 
we didn’t have any contract. You see, 
we loved each other. .The little 
differences could be ironed out after we 
were married because we loved each 
other. We have a noble heritage and I 
glory in our heritage. <A heritage is 
not something to be lived on, it is to 
be lived for. [ believe that we have in 
our heritage something the world needs 
desperately—this peculiar salt that is 
ours. There’s a stirring in the tops of 
the mulberry trees and its time to go 
forth to battle united; not with any 
contractural relationship but as breth- 
ren one with another, united in the 
bonds of Christ, under the guidance of 
the Spirit of God to win our world to 
his son. It is time to go forth to battle 
together.” 


married 


This 
others, 


experssion, the 
the 


was ex- 


with 
applauded by 
appreciation 
pressed by a rising vote. 


along 
was warmly 


Assembly and 


World Missions Emphasis 


World Missions presented Richard T 
Gillespie, candidate secretary, who said 
the Board had 
missionaries 


send all 
have 


been able to 


thus far who been 


able to qualify. 


for 250 


There are now requests 
additional missionaries. He 
said the present student generation does 
the which 
marked young people of recent genera- 


not possess spontaniety 
tions who were inspired by the mission- 
that the 


deep cnocern. He 


challenge, but 
that of a 
presented three young missionaries soon 


ary present 


mood is 


to be on their way to the mission fields: 
John Pritchard, Hazard, 
Geo. Thompson Brown, 
Helen Norwood, 

Chief 
C. Darby 


Ky., Africa; 

and 

Africa. 
was by 


Koera; 
Va., 
presentation 


Marion, 
missions 
Fulton, 
told of the 
relief in 
eent trip. 


executive secretary. 


who challenze to overseas 


Europe as observed on his re- 
He listed these impressions: 
Europe is sick in body, 


mind and 


spirit; Protestantism is a foree in 


Europe; these Protestant groups in 
need it 
they 
the 


which they have done 


Europe need our help—they 


physically, but principally 


help in carrying on some of 


need 
great 
henevolent work 
in the past but 
longer at this 
conclusion, Dr. 


which they cannot any 
juncture 
Fulton 


support. In 
said: 


“IT came away with a sense that here 
in the Protestant churches of Europe, 
we of the Reformed faith have a great 
body of brethren of the same spiritual 
tradition. I was impressed by the 
loyalty of that faith to the basic affirma- 
tion to which we hold. [I believe that 
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in the main it is a sound church, one 
whose hand we can grasp with confi- 
dence and say, As your brothers in the 
faith, more fortunate under the provi- 
dences of God with the things of the 
world, we’ll share with you our wealth, 
we'll share with you our wealth, we’ll 
share with you our faith, we’ll share 
wieth you our prayers until that day 
when you can assume again the greater 
obligations that you are ready to take 
over. May God help us to be faithful 
to this duty.’’ 


The stated clerk read the list of 46 
ministers who died since the last As- 
sembly. The oldest was 95; the young- 
est, 41: and the average, 73.6. The 
Moderator led in prayer. 

During the prayer a blowing rain and 
thunderstorm came up which forced the 
temporary suspension of business.( The 
auditorium is partly open.) 

James F. Hardie led the worship pe- 
riod, followed by a report by represen- 
tatives of the Board of Woman’s Work, 
Mrs. A. Walton Litz, chairman, and Miss 
Janie W. McGaughey, 
tary. Mrs. Litz 
re-organization of 


executive secre- 
reported the effective 
the work, and Miss 
McGaughey told of her trip to Brazil. 


National Council Described 


Earl F. Adams, New York, secretary 
of the now-forming National Council of 
Churches, explained features of 
the organization. He indicated 
that additional are likely to 
become a part of the new body in addi- 
tion to included. Said 


some 
new 


agencies 


those already 


he: 


“After this year of 1950 we will have 
a National Council which when it comes 
together will represent not a fragment 
of the program of the churches but its 
entirety. . . Beginning as of Decem- 
ber this vear, we will have not a dozen 
separate unrelated national interdenom- 
inational agencies, but one agency, 
which will be the channel and the ser- 
vant of the denominations. . This 
is not something that is apart from the 
denominations. I wish zou would not 
think of the National Council as some- 
thing other than the work of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US; will you think of 
it as the work you are doing as Pres- 
yterians in ec»ooperation with what is 
cone by the other churches cooperating 
with you, .The denominations will! 
be the members. The only per- 
sons who have voting power in the as- 
sembly of the new council will be the 

presentatives appointed by the denom- 
inations. . . .The members of the e°x- 
ecutive committee will be appointed by 
you and the other denominations. On 
Sunday, December 3, it is hoped that 
there will be prayers in every local 


sole 


church of every cooperating denomina- 

tion; we need the prayers, we need the 

confidence of the denominations. . . .” 
(Continued next week.) 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Frank P. 
conviction 








Anderson, whose _ strong 
about term pastorates hag 
twice before to resign after 
years service in a church, hag 
resigned as pastor of the Second church, 
Charleston, S. C. He will become as- 
sociate pastor of the First Church, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 

Howard H. Gordon, formerly of 
Southeast church, Kansas City, Mo., hag 
been installed as pastor of the First 
church, Bluefield, W. Va. 

Samuel (. Patterson, Leland, Miss., 
elected president of French 
French Camp, Miss., 
with his new duties beginning in mid- 
June. 

A. F. Fogartie, superintendent of 
home missions for the Synod of Arkan- 
sas, will become pastor of the Jones- 
boro, Ark., chureh September 1 

Raymond B. Spivey, Petersburg, 
Alaska, has resigned his work there 
in order to become (August 1) pastor 
of the church of the School of the 
Ozarks and teacher of Bible in the Point 
Lookout, Mo., school. 

Carroll R. Stegall, missionary to 
Africa for 35 years, has accepted a call 
to become of the St. 
Andrews Covenant church, Wilmington, 
N. C., effective July 1. 

Steve Cook, formerly at Hope, Ark., 
is now pastor of the Third church, 738 
E. 14th St., Houston 8, Texas. 

George Summey New Orleans, 
La., to Box 466 Bay View Mich., for 
the summer. 

E. D. Brownlee 
to Inverness, Fla. 

Roy L. 
Texas. to 


led him 
seven 


has been 


Camp Academy, 


associate pastor 


from 


from Sanford, Fla., 


Jr., from 


church, 


Cowan, Lubbock, 
First Laurel, Miss., 
where he is minister of education. 


DEATH 
Donald 
Central 


years 


McIver, 77, pastor of the 
Bristol; Va., for 25 
retirement several years 
Bristol June 
was in Bur- 


church, 

hefore 
died 
- An 
lington, 


ugo, at his home in 
earlier 


Mm. ©; 


pastorate 
1906-21. 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


AIM: To instill the idea of spiritual values as well 
as material, of divine relations as well as human, 


to train for life and the art of living. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 


1950 
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